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A new breed of hotels (call them budget boutigues)
is trying to stand out from the masses with designer details and memorable
perks for around $250 a night. A look at six.

BY STEPHEN HEYMAN

INDING adecent place to skep in New York City has
never been easy. Traditionally, you either had to spand
aton of rconey (the Ty Wacner Penthouse at the Four
seasons for W,l:m a night, anyone?) or scrirp and
pe for the best (warning: a recent search for “bed
bugson TnpAdv:so cfound 877 reentionstoreity hotals),

Whatisa budget- and styke-conscious travelerto 32

Goforthe new readdle. In autylhat still boasts one ofthe na-
tion’s highest morn rates ($238 on average in Manhattan, ac-
cording to Sreith Teavel, which tracks the industry), hotels o
ingforthe rradrange am eaching new heights.

The tend began aboutthee years go,wnh a trickke of bou-
tiguey places h.lo\ thePod, the Ace and the Jane —whnh offe ved
ap: without the pre rai Ithas
recent ronths, wi!h araft of new hotels peorcising oooldagn
nods to bocal tlavor and walket-friendly rates of about $200 to $230.

Call the ro budget boutigues. Butinstead of coring frorn dar-
ing young hoteliers, coany am being colled out by chains Like In-

1 terCominental and Wyndharain abad to attract a hipper clientele.
A Trlp Home tO “There's ahu;?va\eofmnsumr dernand, gg:.zw with BeaCheS and Boats:
s unger Gan ¥ ot illennials, for pm perties that have sore ' :
Monrovia Reawakens ot it Tt Sail Soun Honesscy Ganos o1 Lo dng But Few Foreigners in

Advxsors,ahossinhwconsuhantﬁm o ) e
In May, Iskeptin sixof thess new hotels. Despite their nov-
The Taste Buds sy i ARl Sk S o e B Lerici on [taly’s Riviera
BY HELENE GOOPER § et acnb il e BY INGRID K. WILLIAMS &
sharg and ©r the ccorent, they offer some of the best valves
around. Reviews, Puges 6 and 7
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tffordable Boutique
lotels in New York

Heavy on design and lower on cost, a new breed of hotel hits the cify.
Stephen Heyman takes six rooms for a test drive.

Distrikt Hotel

WHY BDOK? On an exhaust-
choked bloc k nesct to the Port Author-
ity bus station, three new cookie-cut
terhotels are stacked together ke ce-
ral boyesin aconfiguration that ho-
tel bbgge s have stacted callinga
‘tii-pack? Disteikt, nexct doot, &5 dif-
€@t it hasa sirnulacturnof soul
This isircpressive, notonly becayse of
itsu nseemw bcm‘pn — wnhin shout;]

an

VIBE Blarce the sketchy nesghbors,
but parts ofthe hotelfeel asthough
they’ e unde rlockdown. Key cards
are needed to o perate the evators,
and the roarble-and-steel bbbyisa
tad cold, despite a 12-foot ve tical gar-
den. An adjanentlaunge,caﬂed cok
lage, boks kke a rcodecn airport bis-
. Its:erves Imeakiastbydw (zmn
es),

apam]eoﬁme but :Jso a kitschy de-
Sign conceit: eve ry thor takes its cue
frorn aew Yok City neighborhood .

ROD MMy standacd roorawason
the Z5th thor: Central Pack. Dontes
pect awax statue of Frederck Law

. Theonly nods to the faccous
parkwere photo collages that hungin
the morn and halby ays. Meedless to
sy, the actual packwasn’t visible
froro the window, though tantakizing
glirnpsas of the Hudson River were.
The roo titself was a beige rectangle
furnished with the type ofinofe nsive
conteraporaty fumiture one raght
findin a West Elra catabg. The glass
showerwasspacious, an ‘;he oatted

carpeting was fun to ue
g;’xm;pe H?e newly rmwglgns

Eventi

WHY BDOK? Straddhing the higher
end i the Exe nti, 2292 moro hotel
thatopened Lastroonth in nocthem
Chelsea. Operated by Kiropton — a.
San Franciseo-based chain that
helped pionescthe budget boutigue
riche — it offers doses of luxucy that
are unusual at this pice range.
There’s clever design, 24-hour roota

and drinks and bar bod bymgm ona
moent Friday evening, itw ase ropty.
T his i Mew York Cityg' said the
young bartender.'<Who wants to stay
inside their hotel>

MINTS Anurgannludg becawnie
awatswumthem abnz with 2
personakred weko r— nioe
touchestora hotel oﬂh:sdas,
Ther’s m fitness c2nter, but fre
passesare available to the nearby
Mid City Gyra You can chee kyour
e-reailon one ofthree large Mac
screens in the lobby, butbe prepard
towat.

322 West 90 th Street, betwesn Eighth
o Ninth dvenes; (398) $45610;
dis i tho tel comn; fres Wi-H; Bredk-
Jes t for §12.95; 55 moms frotn $209.

taurant by JetteryChodoow, aplaza
with arcovie screen and whiskey bar.
Meanwhik, the lobby — with cave-red
reachle and quirkyse ating nooks —
fills up during the free wine hour that
beging ats p.ro. For breathing roo ey
take your glassto the wraparound ter-
raczonthe ffth thor,furnished with
terra-cotta plante s and ove mize

service, alagetemace, asunny gyra,  wicker bve seats.
aspathatoferssorcething called spa
rulina body weaps, and even dog and Mlm'smpungshere Themnx-
it rrassages. bar was stocked with goodies Like
blueberry caiGy mrwpands (Ol),
RODMTh dardg was ¢ ackers (F), an
skekand handsoroe, with custore- AlbaBotanmasha\e cram §5).
roade furnishings (dark woods, cloud-  Themseven a375-ralliliter bottle of
gray upholstery, heavy drapes) that Absolut vedka, bigenough Hran iro-
£t rich. It had a dsgué side: ahuge pmropty party. Service was polished.
reirror faced the bed, Prtte mbes Afree toothbeush and hacsteaghten-
we e triroceed withZebra peints, the erwer dekiverd in underfive coin-

tonor bar was stocked with anInte
reacyKit (§5). Other high-end patks
awatin the rarble-tiked bathmorn.
There was an ebngated tub, amagni
fying makeup rimrorand bottles of
ronsk-soented Itakian hacproducts.

VIBEIts a workin progress.
Planned for Octoberare aBasjue @s-

Fashion 26

WHY BOOK? A quick step frotathe
Fashion Institute of Technology, this
shiny new hotel by Wyndharatries
hardto kive up toitsnarce. The®'sa
Best Dressed Guest contest held occa
sonally (winners get mora upgrajes),
the Mond rian-like roural above the
front dsk i3 madefmm (hmad spooks,

and th

utes.

851 averseof the amenicas, btveen
29th avd 30 ths treets; (212) S644567;
eventiho tel coen; Wi-FUis §10 perday
(free for Kimpton rewrds members);
abreafifas ¢ Brffetis §22; 292 00ms
Starting at$ 299 (at $399 once merodus-
oy rates finshinfal )

Monday, there we e FIT. parentsin
the slate-graylobby, and suits trading
arportstoresin the elevator. There’s
achatty cocktailscene at the bbby
bag, but Rare, the fieryoange dining
::om,was dsohveb Maybe the ho-

urnoeny— part burge cjoil an
ﬁrm:.lsnezkhguse nvigzs! g} ;
pacted toopen tlus

pesaks. No,youwon’!sae agagge
of wodzks dungcheckqn, but the ho-
teldoes have fun playing dess-up.

ROD M A standard mora was
asize reedivo with plenty of nods to
fashion: buttons on the doornurabers,
arcerino herringbone throwon the
bed and roint-green polkadots onthe
walls Housskeeping staff coerabe s
‘wear custora dresses that hint, naugh-
tily, at French toaid. 4 big window of-
£ rd posteard views of the Eccgire
Rate Building, as well as peeksinside
garreent showroo res across the street.

VIBE Despite allthe sartorial trap-
pings,guestsd ressed Like any in your
typicaloféthe rack hotel On arecznt

wconth.

MINTS Service wasekgant and un-
obteusive. Arciving two hoursbebre
check-in was no problereg the attend-
ant had a mora e ady. Coroe back
fmradinnerand the bedisturned
down: the ws stacked upright, the
coroforter gl:nved anote hpﬂw ‘;
sheats with to oo m:fw’sweathel; and
arcint. The 2% also adecent gycoin
the baszreentand asingle-cupKeusg
coffes rakerinthe rooro.

1520es ¢ 26th Street, betimeendve:
reozof the Amernicas Seventh dve-
YHES; 8595888 ; 06
ek ;weda’mmm{m
breafifus ¢ begfet, adong withd ta carte;
280 yooens froen §29.

A coom at Distrikt.

Thagym atEventi.
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Hotel Indigo e
ote
WHY sooK"Hmelmdgombe Asin manyoﬂhse budgethouxques,
the this new hotel the
Started by the IntercontinentalHo !n\h.scasghoweve;\heshower
taks Group, whichowns Holiday Inn Lacked water PERSSUE, anda puddle
andotherc hains, the Indigo baand frorathe previous right was stillon
airsto be affordable yet stykis) the shorectborin the roming.
thouzh its first peope tty in Mew York 2
City doesn’tquite hit the remrk. It _ VIBE 4n oddball rax. Foreign tour
opened BstOctober in the neanotxhe istsin I ¥ New York T-shicts shn the
thwuerdistrict, 5o it herared onall  lobby. Office worke s crowded the
s:desmthomhzdsarsn‘d‘gussymlb srooky moftop Glass Bar. And 2t Bly,
Thereare thwesinside the hotel too,  its stréetlevelItalian restaurant,
(hough rrostly of the peinted vadety. the e was, well noone. Thesouwrr
‘Halbvay carpets with corcacally ghnt sotto I was secved one night rey have

xnd@sand carrot-orange walks con-
tocEatea visvaljunglk. Too bad
fbnhhemed:dn’(emend tothe
suen! The ko by sccelled toore like
cleaning tluid than roses.

ROOM The oversaty ated color
sche ree continued inside the roo
lth ahead‘boani Msﬁmhedmga(heg

sorcething to do withit.

MINTS Service was unexpectedly
attentive; the front desk called sho ety
aftercheckinto ke sure every-
thingwas in o mer.In the baseroent,
thersa busmesseenver(two
deskto poo roputer

equxpped if peote, n&s studn with

ye].bws Still, the mon’masﬁtghtand
with hardwood floo s, asroall

deskand atbor- buahng pantof

sawing needles. T he view was quin-

tes2n New York: fire escapes

and the backofold factory Imﬂmgs

The MAve

WHY BOOK?T he hAve loo ks great
onthe outside. Opened Last July, itis
housedina beautiful, rransard
topped building froro1 902, with a
ghost-white o bhy that boks kkea
cosreetis boutgue off theBoulevand
St-Gerrmin.

mwt 28 Syest, betiesn dire-
m&ojmedmenms Mswkm
Yoae; (212) 97 se
com; mmsfmm $69; 41599
b bt andd la carte brach
senved onweEhends.

couldn’t possibly fit.
VIBE The MaAve @ contraction of
*“Madison Avenue™) bilks itsalfasa
relzxed urkan mteat but wtilitcan
reaght be core accu@te. There'sa
barac s feel in the ha.l.hws,lmhan

White kinge s approvingly overthe
neightothood’s roegnifics ntLiroe
stone buildings. And Madison
Park,a bloc kavay, isaserene
totake yourcofeeand Danish (pm-
vided free) in the o ming.

ROOM Isnagzed a$150 rte for
what the pLave charitably calls an
*“yrban® roorn. At 165 square feet, it
oomeyed that special feeling o Living
inMew York City: chustmphobda.
There was a roodern athmorn, athat-
sereen tekvision andaniP bone dock-
ingstation, butno moraleft radesk
orevenachar (You have to booka
largerroo rafor these pecks.) The win-
dow arconditionerobscurmdanak
ready nacrow view of 27th Street. An
in-ro0 ro reessage (Ro0an hout
sounded nice, buta resssge table

The Strand

WHY BOOK?0r reaybe a better
?Dumn i5: Why & thereicein the
bby toen’s moraucinalks? Whateve r
the reason, i&’sam)ngthe ceany thur-
ishes —sn tre e ndeary earing, S0 e notso
much ‘that lend the Sttand, which
ned hs!ocwberon an anonyrous
ckon East 37th Steeet, its acciden-
talcharmn Another bon us: the moftop
bagwhich offers King Kong views of
the Eopie Sate Bu:l.dmg,was e
o2 nthy featy red in 2w Yorl
hne‘s"BstofNewYorlr'ssugahn
ingthe natives.

ROOM My $250 quesn roorr on the
10th tho, felt band newand notnec

open
duty reetalyou sommsee on
t;uchk :;i.bon zr:ent Sunday night,
the ho e even e
which roay l‘avve bee“v% (he@wm
guests rodlling around — readdle-aged
Europeans in wellworn Puroas — felt
coregeledto whisper.

MINTS Secretedintoatoptbor gac-
retisa hikgously tiny fitness center.
ROOM S20VE02 xssuppiad by the near
by Park Avenue Bistro, with a$8 50
surcharge for each phate, plusazs
pe e ntgatuity. But with such spar-
tan morrs,and no mrorcomron
spaces to speak of the MAve doesrt
lend itselfto dirdngin.

62 Madisondverse, at 2tk Street;
(212) 53-7573; Chemavebotel con; fee
A F\andbasxcbrwzfast F2v00tRE

though onlyhaﬂotme smusshow
er; was walked in ghiss, wh
reade fo rachilly wake up.

VIBE The bobhy, with its white hirce-
stone thog brushed roetaland vague-
Ly Act Deco fumiture, felta httle cold,
100, The vibe i warrce ratthe moﬂop
bag Tpofthe Strand, thanks 0
mof that leeps the party

rollingin bed weather. The Han'p
tons-patio lookis by
whodid the sets for !he"sax and the
City” roovies.

MINTS T he mnddoesmsk:mp
on its free besakfast: piles of cold cuts,

emarily i agood way: dinkylarp- cheeses, hamd boiked ezgs, fruit, rolks

shades and chaits swathed in bold, Stufted with reat. It was surprisingly

contarogo peints, Stll the rootawas tasty. There’s a 24-hourgycathat
and the view ofwatertove s seercsto be underused. Service was

and prewar brick buildings faltdis- 3-‘59"2" chatty, includinga belk

tine tvely Gotharn, Fachion bow-ups ~ hopwhoovershared.

frorvintage issues of Vogue the 33West .’as(m(,ba{wmﬂ‘fthm

iT: . Untilth yoie ard the
fams estayEntope aseadyas (212) s\mozq thstrmdbyc.enm, Free
nexct ronth, the s mo morn service, rechfust buffed; 177rocers

Thebaxhwomuasa butstedle,
with beige rearble anda kge mirme

A bathroom atEventi.
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